PREFACE. 



In 1871, when I was first appointed to the post of officer in 
charge at the Nicobar Islands, I prepared a short list of native 
words which I incorporated in my Annual Report, and which 
was afterwards published by the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Bengal (vol. xli, p. 1, 1872). 

During subsequent periods of my official residences in these 
Islands prior to the year 1880, while making ethnological 
researches among the aborigines, I arranged a Vocabulary con- 
taining some 3,000 words with numerous illustrative phrases. 
Government granted me a subvention for printing tliis work in 
1883, but as I had at that time volunteered for the appointment 
at the Nicobars — recently rendered vacant by the murder of 
Mr. de Roepstorff~I thought it advisable to delay the publica- 
tion of my Vocabulary until I had availed myself of the 
opportunity thus offisred to verify my notation of the various 
complex sounds m the 2f icobarese language, and to enlarge the 
scope of the work. 

This I have been able to accomplish, and the present revised 
Dictionary, contaiaing some 6,000-7,000 words, consists of two 
parts, ie,, English-Nicobarese and Nicobarese-English ; I have 
also added numerous notes on the Grammar and seveml 
Appendices which will, I trust, be found useful and interesting 
to philologists. 

E. H. MAN, 
PoH Blair, 1889. 
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